🗓️ Lesson 14 – 60 Minutes (Speaking Practice)
🕰️ Theme: Generational Differences
IELTS Speaking Practice – Band 6.5 level
📖 Key Vocabulary – Pre-teach Before Class (20 words)
Introduce or review these words with students before starting the lesson so they can use them during speaking practice.
1. outlook – a person's general attitude toward life
1. upbringing – the way a person was raised
1. traditional values – beliefs passed down through generations
1. progressive – favoring new ideas and social change
1. conservative (attitude) – tending to preserve traditional views and resist change
1. to bridge the gap – to reduce the difference between two things or groups
1. nostalgia – a sentimental longing for the past
1. to keep pace with – to progress at the same rate as something else
1. a generational stereotype – an oversimplified belief about a whole generation
1. wisdom – knowledge gained through experience
1. an authority figure – a person with power or influence, often older
1. to defer to – to yield to the opinion or decision of another, often out of respect
1. norms – standard or expected patterns of behavior
1. formative years – the early period of life when character is shaped
1. a rite of passage – a ceremony or event marking a significant change in life
1. work ethic – a belief in the value of hard work
1. digital natives – people who grew up with digital technology
1. to reminisce – to talk about pleasant memories from the past
1. societal expectations – standards a society holds for behavior
1. to challenge the status quo – to question or oppose the current state of affairs
✍️ Vocabulary Practice – Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence below with the correct word or phrase from the 20 vocabulary words above. Use each word only once.
1. In many Asian cultures, younger family members are expected to ______ their elders' decisions.
1. Social ______ around dating have changed dramatically over the past fifty years.
1. Older employees sometimes struggle to ______ rapid changes in technology.
1. His strict ______ taught him the importance of discipline from an early age.
1. The old friends spent the evening ______ about their school days.
1. Because they grew up with smartphones, young people today are often called ______.
1. Family dinners can help ______ between grandparents and grandchildren.
1. Many young women feel pressure to meet ______ about marriage and career.
1. Younger workers can learn a great deal from the ______ of more experienced colleagues.
1. Some young activists are determined ______ rather than simply accept how things have always been done.
1. Her strong ______ meant she was always the first to arrive at the office.
1. The values she learned during her ______ still shape her decisions today.
1. For many teenagers, getting a driving licence is considered ______.
1. As a teacher, she is often seen as ______ by her students.
1. The company adopted a ______ policy allowing employees to work from anywhere.
1. My grandfather has a fairly ______ view on marriage and prefers things to stay as they always have been.
1. Many grandparents worry that young people are abandoning ______ such as respect for elders.
1. Travelling to different countries gave her a much broader ______ on life.
1. Assuming all teenagers are lazy is ______ that isn't always accurate.
1. Old photographs often fill people with ______ for their childhood.
🔑 Answer Key
1. to defer to
1. norms
1. to keep pace with
1. upbringing
1. to reminisce
1. digital natives
1. to bridge the gap
1. societal expectations
1. wisdom
1. to challenge the status quo
1. work ethic
1. formative years
1. a rite of passage
1. an authority figure
1. progressive
1. conservative (attitude)
1. traditional values
1. outlook
1. a generational stereotype
1. nostalgia
🕐 0'–10': Warm-up & Opening Question
Purpose: Help everyone relax, get comfortable speaking, and activate ideas.
Teacher asks:
👉 "Do you think you have a lot in common with your grandparents' generation?"
Follow-up questions:
1. What's the biggest difference between generations in your country?
1. Do you learn things from older generations?
➡ Each student answers briefly (about 1 minute); the teacher asks 1–2 short follow-ups to keep it natural.
🗣️ 10'–45': IELTS Speaking – Part 2 Practice
Format:
1. 1 minute preparation
1. 2 minutes speaking per student
Students choose or are assigned ONE of the topics below:
1. Describe a difference you have noticed between your generation and an older one.
You should say:
1. What the difference is
1. How you noticed it
1. Why you think this difference exists
1. And explain how you feel about it
1. Describe something you learned from an older family member.
You should say:
1. What you learned
1. Who taught you
1. How they taught you
1. And explain why this lesson was valuable
1. Describe a change in society that you think has affected different generations differently.
You should say:
1. What the change is
1. How it affects older people
1. How it affects younger people
1. And explain why the effects are different
➡ Timing suggestion: 1 minute for preparation, then start speaking.
💬 45'–55': Follow-up Discussion (Part 3 style)
The teacher chooses questions related to the topics above, for example:
Generational Change
1. Why do values and attitudes often differ between generations?
1. Do you think each generation believes it faces harder challenges than the last?
1. Can generational gaps in the workplace cause problems?
Bridging the Gap
1. How can younger and older generations learn from each other?
1. Should family members of different generations live together or separately?
1. Will future generations experience even bigger cultural shifts than previous ones?
➡ Students discuss briefly; the teacher adds ideas, vocabulary, and useful structures.
🔑 Useful Vocabulary
1. a generation gap – a difference in attitudes between younger and older people
1. to romanticize the past – to remember the past as better than it actually was
1. set in your ways – unwilling or unable to change established habits
1. to adapt to change – to adjust successfully to new circumstances
🌟 55'–60': Wrap-up & Closing
1. Quick recap of interesting or strong answers.
1. One student summarizes what they learned today.
1. Thank the teacher for joining.
