🗓️ Lesson 13 – 60 Minutes (Speaking Practice)
🔒 Theme: Privacy & Personal Data
IELTS Speaking Practice – Band 6.5 level
📖 Key Vocabulary – Pre-teach Before Class (20 words)
Introduce or review these words with students before starting the lesson so they can use them during speaking practice.
1. confidentiality – the state of keeping information private
1. surveillance – close observation, especially of a suspected person or group
1. encryption – the process of converting information into a code to prevent unauthorized access
1. anonymity – the condition of being unknown or unidentified
1. to track – to follow or monitor someone's movements or activity
1. consent – permission for something to happen
1. to opt in / out – to choose to participate in, or withdraw from, something
1. cybersecurity – measures taken to protect computer systems from attack
1. identity theft – the fraudulent use of someone's personal information
1. transparency – openness about how information is collected and used
1. terms and conditions – the rules a user agrees to when using a service
1. biometric data – information based on physical characteristics, like fingerprints
1. to compromise (security) – to weaken or put something at risk
1. data mining – the practice of examining large data sets to find patterns
1. a firewall – a system designed to prevent unauthorized access to a network
1. personal boundaries – limits people set to protect their privacy and wellbeing
1. facial recognition – technology that identifies people from images of their face
1. to monitor – to observe and check something over time
1. an invasion of privacy – an act that violates someone's personal space or information
1. a third party – an individual or entity other than the two primary parties involved
✍️ Vocabulary Practice – Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence below with the correct word or phrase from the 20 vocabulary words above. Use each word only once.
1. Some airports now use ______ technology to speed up passport checks.
1. Reading someone's private messages without permission is widely seen as ______.
1. The company was fined for collecting personal data without proper ______.
1. Fingerprint scanners and facial ID systems both rely on ______.
1. Banks use strong ______ to protect customers' financial information online.
1. Online forums often allow users to post comments under complete ______.
1. It's important to set clear ______ when sharing information with new acquaintances online.
1. Doctors are legally required to maintain ______ about their patients' medical records.
1. Some apps continue to ______ your location even after you close them.
1. The IT department installed ______ to block unauthorized access to the network.
1. The company promised never to share customer data with ______.
1. Every online service should give users a clear way to ______ of marketing emails.
1. The company invested heavily in ______ after a series of hacking attempts.
1. Shredding old bank statements can help protect you from ______.
1. Customers expect ______ from companies about how their personal data is used.
1. Parents often use apps to ______ their children's screen time.
1. Few people actually read the ______ before clicking 'I agree'.
1. A single weak password can ______ an entire company's network.
1. Many city centres now use CCTV cameras for constant ______.
1. Retailers use ______ to predict what customers are likely to buy next.
🔑 Answer Key
1. facial recognition
1. an invasion of privacy
1. consent
1. biometric data
1. encryption
1. anonymity
1. personal boundaries
1. confidentiality
1. to track
1. a firewall
1. a third party
1. to opt in / out
1. cybersecurity
1. identity theft
1. transparency
1. to monitor
1. terms and conditions
1. to compromise (security)
1. surveillance
1. data mining
🕐 0'–10': Warm-up & Opening Question
Purpose: Help everyone relax, get comfortable speaking, and activate ideas.
Teacher asks:
👉 "How concerned are you about your privacy online?"
Follow-up questions:
1. Do you read privacy policies before using an app?
1. Have you ever changed your behavior because of privacy concerns?
➡ Each student answers briefly (about 1 minute); the teacher asks 1–2 short follow-ups to keep it natural.
🗣️ 10'–45': IELTS Speaking – Part 2 Practice
Format:
1. 1 minute preparation
1. 2 minutes speaking per student
Students choose or are assigned ONE of the topics below:
1. Describe a time you were concerned about your privacy.
You should say:
1. What happened
1. Why you were concerned
1. What you did about it
1. And explain how you felt afterward
1. Describe an app or website you use that requires personal information.
You should say:
1. What it is
1. What information it requires
1. Why you trust it, or don't
1. And explain how you feel about sharing this information
1. Describe a change you made to protect your personal information.
You should say:
1. What the change was
1. Why you made it
1. How it affected your daily habits
1. And explain whether you think it was effective
➡ Timing suggestion: 1 minute for preparation, then start speaking.
💬 45'–55': Follow-up Discussion (Part 3 style)
The teacher chooses questions related to the topics above, for example:
Data & Technology Companies
1. Why do companies collect so much personal data?
1. Should there be stricter laws regulating how companies use personal data?
1. Do you think most people fully understand what happens to their data?
Privacy & Society
1. Has the idea of privacy changed since social media became popular?
1. Is convenience worth sacrificing some privacy for?
1. How might increased surveillance affect society in the future?
➡ Students discuss briefly; the teacher adds ideas, vocabulary, and useful structures.
🔑 Useful Vocabulary
1. to safeguard your data – to protect your personal information
1. a data breach – an incident where private information is accessed without permission
1. informed consent – agreement given with full understanding of the consequences
1. digital footprint – the trail of data a person leaves while using the internet
🌟 55'–60': Wrap-up & Closing
1. Quick recap of interesting or strong answers.
1. One student summarizes what they learned today.
1. Thank the teacher for joining.
