🗓️ Lesson 10 – 60 Minutes (Speaking Practice)
🤲 Theme: Volunteering & Social Responsibility
IELTS Speaking Practice – Band 6.5 level
📖 Key Vocabulary – Pre-teach Before Class (20 words)
Introduce or review these words with students before starting the lesson so they can use them during speaking practice.
1. a volunteer – someone who offers to do something without being paid
1. philanthropy – the practice of donating money or time to good causes
1. a charity – an organization set up to help those in need
1. to donate – to give money, goods, or time to help others
1. a nonprofit organization – a group operating for a social cause rather than profit
1. compassion – sympathetic concern for others' suffering
1. to make a difference – to have a meaningful, positive impact
1. underprivileged – lacking the advantages that most people have
1. a fundraiser – an event held to raise money for a cause
1. outreach – activities that bring services or information to those in need
1. an NGO (non-governmental organization) – an organization that operates independently of government, usually for social causes
1. mentorship – guidance and support provided by an experienced person
1. to advocate for – to publicly support or recommend a cause
1. a beneficiary – a person who receives help or benefit
1. sustainability – the ability to maintain something at a certain level without depleting resources
1. empowerment – giving people the confidence and means to take control of their lives
1. solidarity – unity and support among people with a common cause
1. a humanitarian – a person concerned with promoting human welfare
1. an act of kindness – a small, thoughtful gesture that helps someone
1. social impact – the effect an action has on the wellbeing of a community
✍️ Vocabulary Practice – Fill in the Blank
Complete each sentence below with the correct word or phrase from the 20 vocabulary words above. Use each word only once.
1. The community showed remarkable ______ by coming together after the disaster.
1. As a lifelong ______, she has dedicated her career to improving conditions in refugee camps.
1. The workshops aim at the ______ of young women through skills training and confidence-building.
1. He truly believes that even small actions can ______ in someone's life.
1. The programme provides free tutoring for ______ children in the city.
1. Thousands of families have been a ______ of the charity's free healthcare programme.
1. The report measured the programme's ______ by tracking how many families it had helped.
1. The retired teacher now offers free ______ to students who need extra guidance.
1. The ______ has been active in the region since the earthquake, distributing food and shelter.
1. She has spent her career working to ______ better housing policies.
1. Seeing the flood victims on the news, she felt a deep sense of ______.
1. The school held a ______ to collect money for new library books.
1. The students organised a bake sale to raise money for a children's ______.
1. The charity's ______ programme brings medical care to remote villages.
1. The billionaire is well known for his ______, having donated millions to education projects.
1. Every weekend, she works as a ______ at the local animal shelter.
1. The project focuses on environmental ______, ensuring resources last for future generations.
1. Helping a stranger carry heavy bags is a simple ______ that can brighten someone's day.
1. Many people prefer to ______ their old clothes rather than throw them away.
1. The food bank operates as a ______, relying entirely on donations and volunteers.
🔑 Answer Key
1. solidarity
1. a humanitarian
1. empowerment
1. to make a difference
1. underprivileged
1. a beneficiary
1. social impact
1. mentorship
1. an NGO (non-governmental organization)
1. to advocate for
1. compassion
1. a fundraiser
1. a charity
1. outreach
1. philanthropy
1. a volunteer
1. sustainability
1. an act of kindness
1. to donate
1. a nonprofit organization
🕐 0'–10': Warm-up & Opening Question
Purpose: Help everyone relax, get comfortable speaking, and activate ideas.
Teacher asks:
👉 "Have you ever done any volunteer work?"
Follow-up questions:
1. What kind of causes do you care about most?
1. Do you think volunteering is important?
➡ Each student answers briefly (about 1 minute); the teacher asks 1–2 short follow-ups to keep it natural.
🗣️ 10'–45': IELTS Speaking – Part 2 Practice
Format:
1. 1 minute preparation
1. 2 minutes speaking per student
Students choose or are assigned ONE of the topics below:
1. Describe a volunteering experience you had, or would like to have.
You should say:
1. What the activity involved
1. Where and when it took place
1. Who you worked with
1. And explain what you gained from the experience
1. Describe a social issue you feel strongly about.
You should say:
1. What the issue is
1. Why you feel strongly about it
1. What is being done to address it
1. And explain what more could be done
1. Describe someone you know who is very community-minded.
You should say:
1. Who this person is
1. What they do to help others
1. Why they do it
1. And explain how they have influenced you
➡ Timing suggestion: 1 minute for preparation, then start speaking.
💬 45'–55': Follow-up Discussion (Part 3 style)
The teacher chooses questions related to the topics above, for example:
Volunteering & Society
1. Why do some people choose to volunteer while others don't?
1. Should companies encourage or require employees to volunteer?
1. Is volunteering more valuable to the volunteer or to the community?
Social Responsibility
1. Do individuals or governments bear more responsibility for solving social problems?
1. How can schools encourage a sense of social responsibility in students?
1. Do you think people today are more or less socially engaged than in the past?
➡ Students discuss briefly; the teacher adds ideas, vocabulary, and useful structures.
🔑 Useful Vocabulary
1. to give back to the community – to help others as a way of showing gratitude
1. a grassroots initiative – a movement that starts with ordinary people at a local level
1. altruism – unselfish concern for the welfare of others
1. civic duty – a responsibility that comes with being part of a community
🌟 55'–60': Wrap-up & Closing
1. Quick recap of interesting or strong answers.
1. One student summarizes what they learned today.
1. Thank the teacher for joining.
